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Give Thanks with a Grateful Heart…

From the Director’s Desk...
This Thanksgiving I am thankful for so many things, and at the top of my list is you, our 
donors! Without such wonderful donors who volunteer their precious time, talents, and 
treasures, we could not accomplish half of what we do for homeless men, women, and 
children. Because of your generosity and kind acts, you help us help the hungry, the poor, 
and the neglected. Thank you from the bottom of my heart.

This month’s newsletter is full of pictures, Thanksgiving memories, and some glimpses into 
what our program men and women are truly thankful for this year. 

As you read what some of our clients have shared from their grateful hearts remember, it’s 
because of your donations that so many find hope through change.  

Most of my Thanks-
givings were the 
same, big Irish get-
togethers at my 
grandma’s house. 
These gatherings 
were supposed to be 
warm and friendly. 
Yet when my addic-
tion was at its worst, 
instead of joining the 
others I needed to 
detoxify in the backroom during the whole event.

This Thanksgiving I am thankful for the bless-
ing of my niece. I am very thankful my family has 
not abandoned me. Lastly, I am thankful for the 
knowledge that God’s grace hasn’t abandoned me 
either; I believe God still has plans for me! ~ Paul

I’ll never forget 
Thanksgiving 
seven years ago 
when I was deep 
in my addiction.  
I went to my 
aunt’s house 
while on drugs, 
making my wife 
and entire family 
angry and hurt. 
I never want to 
experience an-

other Thanksgiving disaster because of my sin and 
rebellion due to my addiction. This year I am truly 
grateful for having the Lord Jesus Christ back in 
my life. Thankfully, I am now drug and alcohol 
free and have begun to restore the broken relation-
ships with my family! ~ Thomas
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My most recent Thanksgiving memory was in 2010 
my father and I was working in Taiyuan, Shanxi, 
China, at a University. There were nine other 
foreign teachers there from around the world. 
The group of us got together, had a potluck, and 
watched the Macy’s Day Parade. After the potluck, 
we went to Karaoke. It was one of the best Thanks-
givings because I was around so many close friends 
and my Dad. There was a lot to be thankful for.

This year will be different because I was deported 
from China when I over stayed my Visa. So now, 
I can’t visit my father or sister or brother-in-law. 
I miss them like crazy, especially at the holi-
days. However, I do have a new family here at 
the Lighthouse. Everyone has been so loving and 
thoughtful here, and I’ve made friends that I will 
definitely stay in contact with my whole life. I look 
forward to spending the Holidays with them. I’m 
thankful for my Lighthouse family that has taken 
me in and made me feel welcome. ~ Alexandra

Volunteer  
  Openings

Ways to
support us...

•	 Community Feeding

•	 Thanksgiving Banquet

•	 Christmas Celebration

•	 Clothing Round-up

•	 Food Drives

•	 “Thank You” Calls

•	 Program Meals

•	 Participate on the Prayer Team

www.vcrescuemission.org

Call Today!	 Mission	 (805) 436-4599 
 	 Lighthouse	 (805) 436-4555

I have a lot of 
Thanksgiving 
memories that are 
hard because  
I didn’t care about 
being thankful at 
all! Now  
I am thankful for 

Jesus Christ. Not only has He changed my life, but  
I am thankful about the things He will do for me 
in the future! I am especially grateful that I can 
share these truths with my children!  ~ Nicholas

This thanksgiving I am 
most thankful for my 
salvation, my sobriety, and 
the changed life that I am 
striving to live for God.  
I am especially thankful for 
the mending of my heart. 
~ Jason 
 

“O give thanks unto the Lord:  for He is good, His 
mercy endures forever.”  Psalm 136:1


